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Graduates from across the Archdiocese of New York gathered at 
St. Patrick's Cathedral for the annual Mass for Graduates, where 
Archbishop Hicks o�ered prayers of thanksgiving and 
encouragement as they prepare to begin the next chapter of 
their lives.

Mount St. Michael Academy’s Model UN team earned the 
prestigious Award of Distinction for Research and Preparation at 
this year’s National High School Model United Nations 
Conference. The Mount team competed against students from 
all over the world in simulated United Nations committees. 
Participants conducted research, developed policy positions, 
debated, negotiated, and collaborated to address real-world 
challenges. 

This award, the highest honor for research and preparation at 
the conference, reflects the dedication, academic rigor, and 
commitment of the Mount students. This achievement highlights 
their intellectual curiosity, professionalism, and teamwork while 
also highlighting the outstanding opportunities available to 
young men at Mount St. Michael Academy.

Mt. St. Michael Model UN Team 
Earns Award of Distinction and 
Preparation
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New Elective Trade Course at Cardinal Hayes High School
Cardinal Hayes HS is proud to announce the launch of the school’s newest elective course: Exploration of the Trades.

This class is specifically designed to equip students with foundational skills in carpentry, electrical work, and plumbing. Beyond 
technical training, the course bridges the gap between education and industry through guest lectures, field trips, and exclusive 
internship and networking opportunities with premier companies like DeWalt, PPM, among others. 

Academy of Mt. St. Ursula Drums to the Beat of Modern Band
The Academy of Mount St. Ursula (AMSU) came alive with the 
sound of Modern Band this year, thanks to the vision of music 
director, Mr. Alfredo Hernandez. From performing at their Open 
House, to leading the Class of 2026’s Senior procession out of the 
building, the girls brought music to every major moment. AMSU’s 
partnership with Education Through Music (ETM) provided 
numerous opportunities for the bands and bucket drummers. 

Students were selected to perform at the ETM Gala before an 
audience of more than 500 people and participated in the 2nd 
Annual Battle of the Bands. Seven bands competed, and AMSU’s 
all-freshman band, 29th Hour, took home first place and the 
coveted Battle of the Bands belt. Industry heavyweights from Fat 
Beats, SiriusXM, Pandora, and The Equity Project were on hand to 
witness it all. Fantastic job, ladies!
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Three Catholic State titles in the last five years have 
certainly helped the No. 1 New York high school football 
team accelerate its rise to national prominence. This fall, 
Iona Prep’s football program will partner with Accelerate 
Media and its newly launched Accelerate Sports Network 
(ASN) to provide enhanced broadcast, storytelling, and 
sponsorship opportunities to its scholar-athletes.

Building on the success of a similar network o�ering 
premier coverage of leading New Jersey high school 
programs, ASN will further expand Accelerate Media’s 
presence in the tristate. The Gaels have already been using 
Accelerate Media for Name, Image & Likeness guidance.

Iona Prep Becomes First NY 
School to Join Inaugural 
Accelerate Sports Network

Ursuline's Global Scholars 
take on tough questions in 
Capstone Research

Ten seniors in The Ursuline School's Global Scholars program presented original 
research during the 10th annual Global Scholars Capstone Symposium, exploring 
complex issues ranging from forced labor in the fashion industry and humanitarian 
aid to food insecurity, public health, and authoritarian governance. 

The three-year program challenges students to examine global issues through 
sustained research, analysis, and public presentation. Held over two days, the 
annual symposium showcased the depth of student scholarship and reflected 
Ursuline's commitment to developing informed, compassionate leaders prepared 
to engage thoughtfully with the challenges facing an interconnected world.
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Albertus Magnus (AM) Girls Basketball program has once again reached the top of New York State, capturing their third 
consecutive chAMpionship. That kind of sustained excellence does not happen by accident. It takes commitment, 
toughness, selflessness, and a belief in something bigger than yourself. This team represents everything we hope 
athletics can teach - discipline, resilience, teamwork, and pride - in wearing the Albertus Magnus uniform. AM would 
like to recognize three young women who have helped define this era of greatness: Julia Scott, Maddy Zuppe and Lauren 
Thomas. 

Over the past 4 years, these seniors have not only contributed to wins on the court, but they have shaped the culture 
of this program. They showed up early. They stayed late. They pushed their teammates. They held each other 
accountable. And most importantly, they represented their school with class, humility, and pride. They have left 
Albertus Magnus better than they found it - and that is the greatest accomplishment of all.

Congratulations again to our state chAMpions! 
- Brendan Gorman '92, Athletic Director

Congratulations Lady Falcons on Making Albertus History
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Spellman Celebrates Joseph Vicente ’26 
Featured at The Metropolitan Museum 
of Art
 
Cardinal Spellman High School is proud to recognize Joseph Vicente ’26 for an 
extraordinary achievement in the arts. Joseph’s work was featured at The 
Metropolitan Museum of Art as part of the exhibition Filling in the Gaps, which was 
on view through May in the Ruth and Harold D. Uris Center for Education.

His featured piece, Lola Constancia: A Filipino Thanksgiving, beautifully captures 
the importance of family and connection. Centered around a shared meal prepared 
by his grandmother, the work serves as a powerful reminder to cherish time with 
loved ones.

Joseph earned this remarkable opportunity by placing in the top 3% of the NYC 
Scholastic Art & Writing Awards, one of the most prestigious competitions for high 
school artists in the country.

St. Raymond H.S. for Boys
E-Sports Team Ranked 
Third in the Nation!

In mid-May, St. Raymond High School for Boys E-sports 
team attended Nationals in San Antonio, TX. Over the 
course of three days, team members battled the best of 
the best from across the country!

We are ecstatic to report that St. Raymond High School for 
Boys' E-sports Team is now ranked THIRD IN THE 
NATION!

In addition to this amazing achievement, this team also 
captured the CHSAA City Championship for the second 
year in a row! 
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Two Our Lady of Lourdes High School 
rising seniors accepted into five 
highly-selective Summer Collegiate 
Programs
Rachel Canfield and Nicole Slusarz, who were both endorsed by the Society 
of Women Engineers (SWE), will attend: UConn Pre-College Summer 
Program, University of Maryland Women in Engineering, and Manhattan 
University Summer Engineering Program. Notably, the subsidized University 
of Maryland Women in Engineering program admits only 25 students 
nationwide. 

This outcome speaks to the strength of the academic and extracurricular 
foundation of their Catholic education, which has encouraged intellectual 
curiosity and leadership initiative. 

Maria Regina’s Inaugural 
Math Honor Society Chapter 
excels in Catholic Math 
League competition
Continuing its leadership in STEM, Maria Regina’s recently 
established Math Honor Society chapter of Mu Alpha Theta 
excelled in its third year participating in the Catholic Math 
League competition, capturing top honors in the category of 
Geometry. The all-female school was the top performer in 
NY state and ranked seventh nationally.

The Maria Regina winners' circle included Yeji Jeon, first 
place in the Grade 11 category. She also ranked 12th out of 
436 participants nationally; Madison Ramirez, second 
place, Grade 11; Keitumetse Rankoe, fifth place, Grade 12; 
Aisha Muratovic, sixth place, Grade 10, and Leah Filippelli, 
ninth place, Grade 11.
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Sacred Heart High School’s Student Mental Health Committee 
marked Mental Health Awareness Month by leading meaningful 
e�orts to promote awareness, education, and advocacy throughout 
the school community.

Committee members proudly participated in the National Alliance on 
Mental Illness (NAMI) Walk Westchester, where they helped raise an 
impressive $1,335 in support of mental health programs and 
resources. Their enthusiasm and dedication were on full display as 
they joined community members in support of this worthy cause.

Earlier in the month, the committee also organized a fundraiser that 
raised $600 for the JCK Foundation. The foundation visited Sacred 
Heart High School to provide impactful workshops for 9th and 10th 
grade students centered on mental health awareness, resilience, 
and overall wellness. These sessions o�ered students valuable tools 
and conversations focused on emotional well-being and support.

Sacred Heart High School Marks 
Mental Health Awareness Month

Archbishop Stepinac High School students Lucas Bednarczyk ’27 and Michael 
McTiernan ’27 were recognized as Student Visionaries of the Year at the Blood Cancer 
United Annual Gala, held in Spring of 2026 in Stamford, Connecticut.
 
Leading their team, Courage Over Cancer, Bednarczyk and McTiernan raised more 
than $124,000 in support of Blood Cancer United, the nation’s largest nonprofit 
organization dedicated to creating a world without blood cancer. Their remarkable 
achievement highlights both their commitment to service and their ability to inspire 
others around a meaningful cause.

The Student Visionaries of the Year campaign is a prestigious, seven-week 
philanthropic competition that empowers high school students to develop 
leadership, teamwork, and project management skills while raising critical funds for 
blood cancer research and patient support. Student-led teams participate in honor of 
individuals a�ected by blood cancers, helping to advance the mission of The 
Leukemia & Lymphoma Society (LLS) to cure leukemia, lymphoma, Hodgkin’s 
disease, and myeloma, and improve the quality of life for patients and their families.
 
The annual gala serves as the program’s culminating event, celebrating the 
dedication, compassion, and impact of student leaders from across the region.
 
Bednarczyk and McTiernan’s success stands as a powerful example of how young 
leaders can make a meaningful di�erence in the fight against cancer. 

Stepinac Student Leaders Honored for $124K 
Fundraising E�ort in Fight Against Blood Cancer
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Notre Dame School 
Manhattan’s Response to 
Kansas Pen Pal
 
The stroke of luck that connected Phoebe Patton with 
Notre Dame School of Manhattan showcases the warm 
kindness of a great Catholic girls’ school. 

Click on NYC school goes viral for act of kindness to 
Kansas pen pal for full story.

Congratulations to the Class of 2026!
 
The Superintendent of Schools O�ce for the Archdiocese of New York proudly celebrates the achievements of the Catholic High School 
Class of 2026, whose more than 4,400 graduates have distinguished themselves through academic excellence, faith-filled leadership, 
and service to others.

Collectively, members of the Class of 2026 have earned more than $900 million in college scholarships, with 83 percent of graduates 
receiving scholarship o�ers. The class also achieved an outstanding 99 percent college acceptance rate, with students continuing their 
education at some of the nation's most prestigious Catholic universities, Ivy League institutions, and internationally recognized colleges 
and universities.

The accomplishments of the Class of 2026 reflect the mission of Catholic education in the Archdiocese of New York: forming students 
who are academically prepared, spiritually grounded, and committed to serving others.

Lorem ipsum

https://aleteia.org/2026/06/07/nyc-catholic-school-goes-viral-for-stunning-act-of-kindness-to-kansas-pen-pal/
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