
FALL 2017

Dear Parents,

As you know, we have so much  
to celebrate as a school system this 
year, particularly the outstanding 
results of our students’ 2017 
New York State English Language 
Arts and Math test scores. 
Our Catholic schools outperformed 

New York City, New York State, and most charter schools. 
As the current school year kicks into high gear, our 
teachers, principals, staff, students, and those of us in 
the Office of the Superintendent continue to be guided 
by the principle that “good” simply is not good enough. 
That is why we are embarking on a follow‑up to our 
2010 Pathways to Excellence strategic plan, entitled 
Pathways to Excellence II, which will assess the progress 

we’ve made in the last six years and determine what 
additional improvements we can make for our students  
and families over the next three years. There is no doubt, 
by building on the successes we have made in recent 
years, we will see even greater growth in our students’ 
academic and spiritual development. In this fall update,  
I hope you will enjoy learning more about Pathways II  
and some of the exciting initiatives our students and 
schools are spearheading.

Sincerely,

Timothy J. McNiff, Ed.D 
Superintendent of Schools 
Archdiocese of New York

FAMILY NEWSLETTER



HURRICANE HARVEY  

Answering the Call to Action

We have all witnessed the heartbreaking devastation left in the aftermath of 
the recent hurricanes. In these difficult times, we are called as Catholics to 
lend our spiritual and personal support to our brothers and sisters working to 
rebuild their lives and their communities.

The Office of the Superintendent of Schools has been in communication  
with the Archdiocese of Galveston‑Houston, as well as the dioceses in  
south Florida and Puerto Rico, to ascertain where urgent help is needed.  
While we continue to coordinate these relief efforts, I am proud to report  
that the response from our Catholic school students and families from every 
region in the Archdiocese was immediate and overwhelming. It is heartening 
to know many schools have also independently organized clothing drives, 
fundraising initiatives, bake sales, pen‑pal letter‑writing campaigns to 
students in affected dioceses, and a whole host of other creative efforts.

Families in the Catholic Schools Region of Staten Island, many of whom 
encountered similar devastation in the wake of Hurricane Sandy, raised 
$61,000 for schools in the Archdiocese of Galveston‑Houston. Students at 
Archbishop Stepinac High School in Westchester began their school year 
by collecting school supplies in conjunction with the “Adopt‑a‑Classroom” 
initiative. Helping those recovering from these recent natural disasters is  
yet another example of how our students practice the Gospel every day.  
Our schools have collectively raised over $150,000 in donations and aid  
for the victims of Hurricanes Irma, Harvey, and Jose.

We ask that you continue to pray for all those whose lives have been 
dramatically affected by these natural disasters, and to contact your school 
principal if you are interested in participating in your region’s relief efforts.



ARCHDIOCESE RESULTS

2015 2016 2017

Percent of students meeting or exceeding the 
proficiency standard in Archdiocese of New York

37.4% 38.7% 42.5%

Percent of students meeting or exceeding the ELA 
proficiency standard in Archdiocese of New York

34.0% 44.1% 49.3%

NEW YORK STATE PUBLIC SCHOOLS

2015 2016 2017

Percent of students meeting or exceeding the 
proficiency standard in NY public schools

38.1% 39.1% 40.2%

Percent of students meeting or exceeding the ELA 
proficiency standard in NY public schools

31.3% 37.9% 39.8%

NEW YORK CITY PUBLIC SCHOOLS

2015 2016 2017

Percent of students meeting or exceeding the 
proficiency standard in NY public schools

35.2% 36.4% 37.8%

Percent of students meeting or exceeding the ELA 
proficiency standard in NY public schools

30.4% 38.0% 40.6%

Test Scores

The 2017–18 school year began with terrific news about our students 
2017 New York State ELA and Math Exams. The percentage of students 
meeting or exceeding 2017 proficiency standards in Math and ELA was 
42.5% and 49.3% respectively, outpacing both New York State and 
New York City public schools. This marks the third year of consistent 
improvement in our students’ ELA and Math test scores.

This news should come as no surprise given the innovative teaching and 
learning strategies we continue to implement throughout our school system, 
most notably our investment in Eureka Math and Pearson English/Language 
curricula, and our continued expansion of blended learning.



Songs for Students 
with Harry Connick Jr.

Last month, 
the Catholic 
School Region 
of Manhattan 
hosted “Songs 
for Students,” a spectacular  
benefit concert hosted at the 
historical Apollo Theater in Harlem. 
The event featured talented student 
routines, musical revues, and a 
much‑anticipated performance 
by actor/singer/songwriter 
Harry Connick Jr. Over 1,100 guests 
raised nearly $300,000 to support 
regional initiatives for academics, 
technology, extracurricular 
enrichment, and facilities.  
The unique benefits of a quality 
Catholic education continue 
to attract prominent figures in 
our community as sponsors and 
supporters, and we look forward 
to continuing to build on these 
relationships for continued success.

Pathways to Excellence II

The Office of the Superintendent has begun working on a new three‑year 
strategic plan for Catholic schools in the Archdiocese of New York, 
Pathways to Excellence II. In 2010, we unveiled our Pathways to Excellence 
Strategic Plan, a comprehensive roadmap to strengthen and sustain our 
Catholic school system. Pathways I benefited our schools in many ways, 
notably with improvements to our governance structure, fiscal stability, and, 
most importantly, the quality of academic and spiritual education we strive 
to provide for our students. As we embark on Pathways II, we are focusing 
on developing new strategies which can be implemented over the next three 
years to ensure the continued strength of our school system.

Facebook: @CatholicSchoolsArchdioceseNewYork

Instagram: @nycatholicschools

Twitter:  @ArchNY_Schools 
@DrTimothyMcNiff

Follow Us for important updates on our schools.








