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ST. IGNATIUS LOYOLA SCHOOL
IN MANHATTAN NAMED A 2018 BLUE
RIBBON SCHOOL
U.S. Secretary of Education Betsy DeVos announced on
October 1, 2018 that St. Ignatius Loyola School has been
named a 2018 National Blue Ribbon School. They join 290
public and 50 private schools receiving this honor.
National Blue Ribbon Schools are on education’s cutting‑edge,
pioneering innovative educational practices from professional
learning communities and project‑based learning, to social
and emotional learning and positive behavior systems.
Schools are nominated by state departments of education and
then complete a comprehensive application regarding school
practices. St. Ignatius Loyola has been recognized as an
Exemplary High Performing school, placing them among the
country’s top schools.
“St. Ignatius Loyola receiving this honor is a testament to
their students’ desire to succeed,” said Dr. Timothy McNiff,
Superintendent of Schools in the Archdiocese of New York.

Pictured Above: Rosalie Savarese, Assistant Principal (far left);
Ana Zuck, Admissions Director (far right)

“The award also speaks volumes of the staff and faculty’s
capacity to instill a love of learning.”
School officials represented St. Ignatius Loyola at a two‑day
awards ceremony in Washington, D.C., in November where
they heard from Secretary DeVos and other esteemed
educators, shared best practices and celebrated their
hard‑earned achievements.

Dear Catholic School Families,
During this exciting time of year, having paused to thank
God for our many blessings over the Thanksgiving break while
looking ahead with anticipation for Christmas, our schools
have much to celebrate.
Our students posted increased performance on state exams
for the fourth consecutive year thanks to their hard work and
the leadership of our principals and teachers. One school even
earned the Blue Ribbon Award for national excellence.

and future students, and taken time to value arts education,
we’ve also joined Cardinal Dolan in recognizing one Catholic
school for 150 years of ministry.
These are all among the many reasons why we know you’ve
made the right choice in sending your child to a Catholic school.
We hope you’ll enjoy two more reasons why you’re in the right
place that we share in this newsletter.
With thanks for your partnership and prayers for continued success,

One exciting initiative rolled out in several schools this year
with an eye toward expansion has been Dash and Dot Robots,
teaching students critical skills necessary to excel in science,
technology, math and engineering fields.

Timothy J. McNiff, Ed.D
Superintendent of Schools
Archdiocese of New York

We continue to celebrate our future while honoring our past.
While we’ve expanded special education services for current
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CATHOLIC SCHOOLS:

OUR RESULTS SPEAK FOR THEMSELVES
The 2017–18 New York State Education Department Examination results show that Catholic Schools in the
Archdiocese of New York outperformed New York State and New York City Schools in performance growth over
each of the past four years. In addition:

Growth in Proficiency from 2017–2018
100

Catholic school students outpaced
New York State and New York City
public school students in terms
of the percentage of students
meeting or exceeding proficiency
standards in both Mathematics
and English Language Arts (ELA).
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“

I’m so proud of our
significant progress this
year. Teachers using
targeted data to identify the
needs of individual students
has once again produced
strong scores in both math
and English Language Arts!
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DR. SUSAN B. MILLER

Associate Superintendent of
Curriculum and Staff Development
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CATHOLIC SCHOOLS IN THE ARCHDIOCESE OF NEW YORK

TWO MORE REASONS TO
CHOOSE CATHOLIC SCHOOLS
ANGELA DEEGAN

Principal, St. Francis Xavier School

Pictured Above: Jeff Mao, Wonder Workshop, Makers of the Dash and Dot robots (left);
Sheila Alagia, Principal, St. Peter in Yonkers (right)

THE DEFINITION OF #FUTUREFOCUSED:

ROBOTS IN THE CLASSROOM
Some of our youngest students are using Dash and Dot robots as a means
of teaching students key concepts that will strengthen their academic
skills, while broadening their computational thinking. Dash and Dot robots
are small, child-friendly devices that make sounds and move around the
room. Working in a group, students begin by moving Dash via a virtual
joystick within a smartphone app. Once students understand how to
move Dash, they predict where Dash needs to move and then test their
predictions to see if they are correct. For example, students may be asked
to move Dash toward the teacher, and then turn left to reach the bookcase.
Students use the app to draw the route in advance, and determine
if their route was correct. This builds on key mathematical skills and
understanding locations.

When you enter the lobby of
St. Francis Xavier School, you
are greeted by a bulletin board
proclaiming, “St. Francis Xavier … a school
you can believe in!” This is true thanks to
the leadership of the principal, Mrs. Angela
Deegan. She brings a strong pedagogical
background as well as dedication and
commitment. At the beginning of each
school year, the teachers walk through the
building as a group to visit each other’s
classroom. As they enter each room, the
host teacher proudly showcases their best
practice for the new school year. From
Pre‑Kindergarten through Grade 8, exemplary
programs are in place at the school.
Mrs. Deegan is also a caring leader who
took the time last Spring to call the parents
of students who were considering refusing
to participate in NY State assessments to
explain the value of the assessment and to
relieve their apprehension. In addition to
academics, a source of great pride to the
entire school community is their annual
Christmas Show.

JOSEPH DE BONA

Principal, St. Rose of Lima

Using Dash and Dot also supports students’ work in English Language arts,
as they must justify their actions and explain their steps. Ultimately, coding
robots in the classroom promotes mathematical reasoning, design thinking,
spatial relationships, computational thinking and creative story telling.

ENHANCING SPECIAL EDUCATION

Staten Island teachers gather for
professional development to discuss
learning disabilities and their impact
on learning

Spend just a couple of
minutes with Joe and
you’ll know he loves being a
Principal in a Catholic school. A passionate
student‑centered educator, Joe DeBona’s
energetic personality and deep faith radiate
through all that he does. Fostering lasting
relationships with his faculty, students,
parents and local community is one of his
greatest strengths as an educator and has
led to improving student outcomes and the
growth of his school. Through his leadership,
Joe has cultivated a sense of family within
those who come to learn and work every day
at St. Rose of Lima.

Faculty members from St. Frances de
Chantal and Our Lady of Mount Carmel
gather for professional development
for inclusive Catholic education (The
Enhanced Special Education Program)
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St. Benedict’s student, Angelina Mestousis (Grade 7) being
interviewed by News 12 Bronx on the first day of school

Queen of Belgium at Cathedral H.S.

Cardinal Dolan celebrating the 150th Anniversary of St. Raymond School in the Bronx

FOLLOW US FOR IMPORTANT UPDATES ON OUR SCHOOLS
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